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Madison Heating Up Again - Let’s get Ready! 

Dear Chuck,

Welcome to the latest edition of the Lakes at Stake Wisconsin newsletter! We are dedicated to preserving the beauty and safety of Wisconsin’s treasured glacial lakes. 

This week we will talk about the Wakeboat Industry’s big money PR campaign aimed at Wisconsin legislators along with a new local ordinance and a recap of the Lake Beulah testing. 

Onward! 







		 




			The Wakeboat Industry is actively setting the foundation for a wake surfing bill they hope to have introduced in the Wisconsin State Assembly in the coming weeks. That’s the intel from not only our lobbyist but you, Wisconsin residents, as social media feeds are filling up with pro-wakesurfing ads. 

The Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) is working hard to convince legislators to launch what we refer to as the “bad bill” that will not begin to protect our Wisconsin glacial lakes or other lake users. 

Let’s dissect the Wakeboat Industry’s new PR campaign below. 
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The Wakeboat Industry ads promote a 200’ distance from shore, “Double the distance from Shore” as compared to the State’s minimum slow-no-wake requirement of 100’. 

One has to wonder if these out-of-state Wakeboat Industry representatives have ever spent any time on our Wisconsin lakes. While the State minimum is 100’, many of our lakes, exercising local control, long ago increased their slow-no-wake zone to 200’ or even 300’ for safety reasons. 

If 200-300 feet from shore actually worked to attenuate wakesurf waves, we wouldn’t be having this discussion. 

The Wakeboat Industry should answer these questions: 

1. Why should lake property owners be obligated to re-build their shoreline rip-rap at a cost of up to $200 per foot of shoreline to accommodate less than 1% of the boating public?

1. Why should other lake users be at risk of injury when these artificially created waves crash into docks and boats tied to those docks?

1. Why is it in the public’s interest to put at risk our fisheries that are critical to our heritage and tourism to accommodate a very small number of people driving very large, expensive boats?

The Wakeboat Industry acknowledges that to create the best waves for surfing, surfing should be done in water in excess of 20’ deep but do not acknowledge that wake surfing causes lake bed damage at lessor depths. 

The Industry wants to..…’keep Wisconsin Lakes Accessible for Everyone.’ For that to be true we can’t have a very small percentage of wakeboaters damaging our lake environment and interfering with all the other lake users ability to enjoy Wisconsin waters. 
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Above is another industry ad in regular circulation. If the Wakeboat Industry truly wants to ‘work together’, we are ready to listen. However, to date they have refused to accept or acknowledge the comprehensive test data gathered by credible third-party engineers and scientists in multiple states throughout the country and worldwide. 

We have asked the Industry on multiple occasions to work with us in sponsoring additional testing and in each instance they have declined. Invite UW or UWM Freshwater Sciences to handle the equipment, invite the media and film it all for the public. We believe the numerous existing research studies are both credible and repeatable. 

What does this all mean for Madison?
The ad campaign is attempting to soften the target for a bill that may be introduced in the next few weeks or months. Our latest lobbying intelligence is suggesting that a draft bill would contain a 200 or 300 foot from shore distance and no depth requirement, or possibly a token depth requirement in the 10-15 foot range. These metrics will not adequately protect our lakes but they may stem the tide of declining wakeboat sales for the Industry. 

The real goldmine for the Industry would be getting rid of the 72 existing local ordinances that limit or prohibit wakesurfing on approximately 15% of the wake eligible lakes in the State. Would a new industry bill eliminate or limit local control for wakesurfing? It could. 

How can I help fight the powerful Wakeboat industry lobby?

1. Sign up for our mailing list HERE and follow us on Facebook for the latest news. We will notify people immediately if a bill drops and which legislators to contact

1. Please consider a donation to Lakes at Stake Wisconsin today. Your dollars help us counteract the wakeboat industry lobbying blitz in Madison. 







		Donate to Lakes at Stake Wisconsin 





												 




			Elkhart Lake approves local ordinance! 

Last week the Village Board of Elkhart Lake voted 7-0 to enact a prohibition on enhanced wakes on Elkhart Lake. This was a major win for lake advocates and riparian owners in Sheboygan County. 

Elkhart Lake is one of the deeper lakes in the state with a maximum depth of 119 feet. Many are not aware that deeper lakes can sometimes be more problematic for wakesurfing activities as wave energy carries longer distances in deep water. 

We applaud the Village Board and all stakeholders who took the needed steps to preserve the crystal clear, spring fed waters of Elkhart Lake for generations to come!







		 




			
Important Visual Images from Lake Beulah Testing 

Watch the docked fishing boat and shoreline below get rocked! This is an all-too familiar scene for many riparian owners. Are these wakesurf waves at 200 feet ‘more or less similar’ to other boat waves?  You be the judge
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			Next, watch the four quadrant video below where the wakeboat is in surf mode 500 feet from shore and the other three boats are 200 feet from shore. The wakesurf boat waves are still more powerful. 
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			The Lake Beulah visuals above were filmed during wake boat testing that was conducted on July 23, 2025, in the presence of members of the public, including two Town of East Troy board members (including the chairman) and a member of the media. A full report of this testing is online HERE. 

Now watch one of the underwater cameras of a wakeboat passing over the bottom at a 14-foot depth courtesy of the recently released University of Minnesota Phase II study. 
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University of Minnesota Phase II - Nautique G23 Paragon Wakeboat in 14 foot depth

See the destruction on the bottom for yourself. Can the industry honestly advocate for a ten or even 15 foot depth limit after this study? Well, big wakeboat money does speak loudly at in Madison. 







		 


































			
LAKES AT STAKE WISCONSIN

We deeply appreciate your support in protecting our lakes. As a bipartisan volunteer group, your donations fund our educational efforts statewide and our lobbying in Madison. Visit lakesatstake.org for more information. 







		DONATE NOW 





		FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 





		ENCOURAGE YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN OUR MAILING LIST 
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			Lakes at Stake Wisconsin - Downward Bottom Crater and Propwash Videos

Give the videos above a view if you have not already seen them. Many of the Wisconsin lake impacts discussed in our newsletters have now been validated by the Lake Waramaug study and the University of Minnesota Phase II study.  
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